SEMINAR IN EDUCATIONAL INQUIRY
HUM-2010
CCV ONLINE

GUIDE FOR STUDENTS

Welcome to Seminar in Educational Inquiry!  If this is your first online course, please do not expect things to happen or you will fall behind. If you are experienced with online courses, this course likely will be unlike any other online course you have taken, as instructor requirements different from one class to the next.
Next, this is a writing intensive course first, All of you should have completed English Comp I or its equivalent, and one of the level 2 research/writing intensives, ie, English Comp II, Intro to Lit, Global Issues in the Media, Intro to Research Methods, etc.. Your professor teaches on the assumption of you already having a certain level or proficiency in writing and research skills.

Finally, this class involves a steady workload and pace from week to week, but as attested to by prior students, if successfully completed, you will have improved your writing skills considerably and enjoyed a rewarding semester of growth and ideas. 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY Your professor’s teaching method on the Forums is primarily the Socratic Method, meaning you should expect to be asked, and prepared to answer, numerous follow-up questions to any of your posts—or none. As you progress, you will get better at being thorough by providing extensive supporting evidence and discussion in your initial posts. The bottom line: the more thorough your initial posts, and the more substantive discussion you engage in with your classmates, quite often the better your grade.

ATTENDANCE/FAILURE. You will be expected to attend class by participation on the discussion board throughout the course. IMPORTANT: Three (3) absences will result in automatic failure of the course. If you fail the course or are failing prior to the point in time when withdrawing is no longer an option, it is your responsibility to withdraw so as not to blemish your overall academic record. Typically this occurs just after the halfway mark of the course. 

ABSENCES. For the purposes of this course, attendance is defined: at least one post in a graded discussion forum, or submission of an assignment in a graded discussion forum, whichever the case may be. However, if you are going to be absent for any considerable length of time during this course, or if you have emergencies which will preclude you from participating on the Forums, please let your professor know ahead of time or as soon as possible. Such known absences must be endorsed to your professor through your academic advisor. Forums work missed cannot be made up after the fact.
ASSIGNMENTS. All assignments, both assigned before the week, and during the week, are your sole responsibility to complete in the timeframe your professor so designates. Text readings from the syllabus are expected to be completed before you begin posting for the week assigned. 

Further readings assigned on the discussion forums, whether Internet based or from the 2016 MLA Update (PDF provided) or the  UNC Writing Center  of Purdue OWL will be completed as appropriate during the week they are assigned to facilitate discussion or writing assignments involved. These readings will be assigned as part of the Writing The Essay Forum, so you must check that first thing each week.

DISCUSSION FORUMS . The weekly forums will be normally available, from 1201am Monday to 1159pm the next Sunday, or as designated by your professor when changes are necessary. However, any week’s forums will often be open and available the Fridays before the official week begins, so each week is open for 10 days, and while open, you may work ahead, absolutely.

Your professor reserves the right to make adjustments and changes as needed. General instructions on Forum posting and behavior can be found at the Course Info section under “Guidelines for Online Communications.” 

There will also be an Admin/Off-Topic Forum every week where general questions and other Off-Topic discussions may occur. You are required to check the Admin Forum or the Course Announcements for breaking course news or any changes to assignments and schedules any time you log onto the course site. This is a student responsibility. As any admin related questions in the Admin Forum.
EMBEDDED LIBRARIAN.  Larraby Fellows, one of the finest academic librarians in Vermont, will have a discussion forum of her own on the course site. Her purpose is to assist you with finding sources relevant to your research. At a minimum, you will all be required to tap into her expertise for an initial consultation, which will be graded. When Larraby has a designated fill-in or substitute, she will let the class know. 
COURSE GRADING. This is a discussion-focused course with an evaluated essay that tests on your ability to craft and express a college-level argument, along with its supporting research. Grades are broken down as such:

15 Weekly Forums @ 4% each (includes discussion, all short essay assignments and final essay building blocks)= 



 
     60%

Consultation with embedded librarian (week 3)= 
   
      5%

Submission of Draft (Week 7 and 10) = 


      5%

Portfolio 1: Reflection Essay (Week 13)=                                   6%

Portfolio 2: Presentation (Week 14)=                                          9%

Portfolio 3: Final argumentative/research essay (Week 15)=     15%

Total = 




           

   100%







Each weekly Forum is worth a considerable amount of your course grade, so you must not treat the Forums lightly. Its grade each week incorporates assignments related to the development of the final essay, and several very short essays, not just discussion to the readings. The Forums in total will account for 60% of your final grade. 

Timely submission of a working but complete essay draft, in MLA format with works cited, will be worth 5 % of your grade; a required consultation with our embedded librarian will be worth 5% of your grade, and the final essay is the remaining 30%. 

Regardless of your other grades, in accordance with this course’s requirements, you must meet the college’s stated standard of at least a C- (70.0%) on the final portfolio in three parts: reflection essay, presentation, and final argumentative essay to pass the course. Standards for this portfolio will be covered in the appropriate week each part is due, and for the final essay in week 1. Furthermore, as a graduation requirement, you must receive a C- (70.0%) overall or above in this course to avoid having to repeat it.

Any Final Essay received late will receive a failing grade, and you will fail the course, also. Please plan and budget your time accordingly, especially since you will have built this essay over 15 weeks, not just at the very end.
Your weekly Forums and other grades will normally be posted by the Friday after the closing of a forum at 1159pm on Sunday. 

EXTRA CREDIT. (Optional) There will be no extra credit assignments in his course unless stated by your professor
GRADES BREAKDOWN/Cumulative final grades are broken down as such:

A+ 
100+-96.0

A      
95.9-92.0

A-     
91.9-90.0

B+    
89.9-87.0

B      
86.9-82.0

B-
81.9-80.0

C+
79.9-77.0

C
76.9-72.0

C-
71.9-70.0

D+
69.9-67.0

D
66.9-62.0

D-
61.9-60.0

F
59.9-

EXAM OPT-OUTS/ INCENTIVES. None for this course except if stated by your professor
TEXTBOOKS 
There are two textbooks, both provided:
SEI TEXTBOOK from Hartness Library (link in Course Resources)

2016 MLA UPDATE (THE BIBLE) (PDF file in Course Resources)

WRITING STANDARDS. Writing style for the essay will be MLA standards. Please refer to the MLA references under Writing Resources, and your required text: in the course, your professor will refer to The 2016 MLA Update (The Bible) and the UNC Writing Center and post threads assigning certain reading and/or exercises. 
Because each course is different, those assignments will posted on the Forums weekly and if appropriate, be part of your forum grade. 

Your professor will also provide past assignment and discussion student examples that meet the standard in style, writing, and analysis to give you an idea of “A” work. Imitate/emulate these example; they are there to help you out!
GRADING THE FORUMS. While the below might seem daunting at first, it really is quite easy to get used to week in and week out. Each week you will receive a grade of 0-4 for the totality of your work, which includes your Forums participation. There are certain parameters that will affect it.  As a minimum, when directed by your professor in each Forum instructions you will be required to:

--- provide 1 robust initial post in response to each graded professor thread, 

---reply to or comment on at least 1 of your classmates’ initial posts in each forum, unless specified by your professor at the start of the week (e.g., “Reply to at least 1 of your classmates’ initial posts in this forum,” etc.)

---ask at least 1 general or focused question to the entire class on a topic regarding each forum, unless specified by your professor at the start of the week. 

---complete your initial posts for all forums  at a time as specified by your professor in each forum. This does not preclude you from responding to other posts that might already be up in the meantime, or from completing your initial posts early. 

The bottom line to all the above: read each assignment and past student example carefully

If you miss the deadline, you are still responsible for getting the posts in, so they can receive partial credit, even if this is at the very end of the week by Sunday night.
---post on at least 3 of the 7 available days using the above standards. Posting on less than 3 days will adversely affect your weekly forums grade.

Initial posts are defined as at least (more is good!)200-300 original (not quoted) words that reflect insight and understanding of the requirement, or an honest attempt to do either as determined by your professor. Please cite sources used (such as the text or an Internet article) in MLA format and provide source links for all posts--do not answer posts just by quoting material.

Your posts are graded based on whether you meet all of the criteria above, and an assessment of the quality of your work, and the scope of your overall participation. 

This includes writing college-level English, with full sentences, proper spelling and punctuation, etc. Popular utterances such as the occasional emoticons and LOL are fine, but entire sentences (or more!) of “messaging/text speak” are not.  

This course is designated as a research and writing intensive college requirement, and it all starts and ends with your writing on the Forums. Work on attention to detail on the Forums, and your essays will follow suit. The occasional typing oversight is OK, but a 4 line post with a dozen misspelled words isn’t what we are striving for, and will be graded accordingly.

For the first 2-3 weeks of the course, your professor will, at his discretion, point out specific language/proofreading errors on your posts, to include MLA formatting. Keep in mind that your posts are graded for writing also.

Points will be awarded increments of tenths, e.g., 2.4, 4.9, etc. 
Remember that your weekly grade is not a class participation grade as it might be in other online courses; it’s a complete and comprehensive weekly assessment.

TITLING FORUM POSTS

Regarding the above minimum requirements for posting, the following will be adhered to as titling protocol:

1---When posting your initial post to, say, Forum #3, title it: “John’s reply to #3.”

2---When replying or commenting on a classmates’ initial post in any Forum, or engaged in a dialog, title it: “Jackie 2 John”
3---When posting your question to the class on, say, Forum #5, title it “Ashley’s Q #5”
The purpose for that initial labeling is for everyone to quickly ID the required discussions, and to facilitate their grading at week’s end. Past that, though, do your best to title posts so the rest of us can follow what’s going on. With a full class, it can get pretty messy in there!

Initial Replies and Questions to the class should be posted to each Forum using the button to Add A New Discussion Topic at the bottom of the Forum assignment. All other comments and discussions should then be conducted within those topics, or threads. Typically, each of you should have 1-2 discussion topics posted each week in each Forum that requests it.  Within those threads, the back and forth with your classmates and professor will happen.

Remember, follow the assignment instructions for each Forum carefully and you should be OK.

ACADEMIC HONESTY. CCV has a commitment to honesty and excellence in academic work and expects the same from all students. Academic dishonesty, or cheating, can occur whenever you present -as your own work- something that you did not do. You can also be guilty of cheating if you help someone else cheat. Being unaware of what constitutes academic dishonesty (such as knowing what plagiarism is) does not absolve a student of the responsibility to be honest in his/her academic work. Academic dishonesty is taken very seriously. If you are found to have cheated in HUM-2010, it will result in a failing grade for that assignment/week, and possibly for the course, and depending on circumstances, from the College. Your professor is experienced in detecting all forms of academic dishonesty. The bottom line: don’t do it.

RESPECT. The final point of emphasis is respect. Respect for everyone’s point of view and good behavior online is an absolute must for this course. Rudeness, ill manner, cliques, bullying, back-stabbing, hatred, flaming, etc. will not be tolerated, and if necessary, will be reflected in the grading. 

This is a course where lots of opinions get tossed around, many with which you may not agree. Let’s all strive for a positive and open-minded learning experience. Those who can’t, or won’t, do that will find a 0 in the grade book at the end of the week upon a first observed infraction. Subsequent infractions will result in a 0 weekly grade and a 5% total course grade penalty for each infraction. That is essentially two weekly 0s. 

If personal/performance issues arise during the course that are not appropriate to address on the forums, please contact your professor by direct email.

The above polices are subject to change by your professor at any time based on the needs of each class. 

Now please go to the Admin/Off Topics Forum for Week 1, which is open, and either sign the acknowledgement that you have read and understand this document and the Syllabus, or ask specific questions there for your professor to answer for the benefit of the entire class before you sign.

