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SYLLABUS
READING ASSIGNMENTS below are to be completed before the first deadline of that week’s discussion board, and that includes Week 1.
This is CCV’s capstone course, required of all graduates. It is research and writing intensive. Before taking this course you should have successfully completed English Compositon I and a level 2 research/writing intensive course
Like SEI, each of the Level 2 courses has the requirement of a final essay that students must pass in order to pass the course. This requirement has been added to these courses because we were finding that most students were not equipped with the appropriate skills by the time they reached SEI.  These courses assess a student’s writing and information literacy skills. 
In addition, SEI has two other components comprising of a final portfolio with the essay: a reflection essay, and a presentation of the final essay. 
This is why SEI is so important. Not only will we focus on the search for one’s identity in the greater context of our lives, we will also demonstrate writing/research skills appropriate to students ready to enter upper-level college courses. You have been introduced to critical thinking and information literacy in your required first year seminar class and to basic writing and research skills in English Composition. In the research and writing intensive courses, you should have taken these competencies to a higher level. Now you will fine tune these skills, so I’ll be grading the final essays and portfolios using the SEI Rubric as a guide, which will be posted on the course site for your examination and discussion.
Also, I will be reviewing your draft essays with a professional writer/editor’s eye, which is what I do for a living. That means the papers come back heavily marked up, highlighted, and annotated. It can be a shock to some, but no student has ever said that they did not benefit from this level of scrutiny in terms of improving their writing.

Additional reading and other assignments will vary throughout the course, and will be posted in the Discussion Forums as part of that week’s ongoing assignment. 
Please see the Student Guide for more information.
WEEK

BOOK

PAGES

Readings by Week/Other assignments in Forums:
All reading assignment for this course, as stated in the Student Guide, will come from the SEI TEXTBOOK, or the 2016 MLA Update or other readings and links as provided in the weekly forums.
The reading(s) of the week from the SEI TEXTBOOK will be found in two places: 

---In the header of each Weekly Module

---In the forum to which it applies for discussion

All other reading assignments will be found in the applicable forums where they apply, and can be accessed not later than the Friday night before the next graded week begins. 

Both text books are provided free in the Course Resources Module
IMPORTANT NOTES: 
1---All other reading assignments, such as from 2016 MLA Update or the UNC Writing Center or other sources, will be assigned as part of individual forums on the weekly Forums as stated above, so please be sure to check those ahead of time when they open. 
2---All assignments/building blocks for the final essay will be assigned as part of individual threads on the weekly Discussion Forums. Again, remember: the Forums are the heart of this course; I teach it primarily through that medium. 

3---All of the above assignments are subject at modification at your Professor’s discretion. When changes are appropriate, your professor will make every effort to give you adequate lead time to adjust. Please be flexible.
Please direct any questions on the above to me, directly.
Telly Halkias

Adjunct Professor/Faculty
Community College of Vermont

